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The Parthenon is the enduring symbol of Athenian Democracy and one of the world’s 
greatest cultural monuments. This application is an interactive version of the Academy 
Award winning director Costa Gavras' retelling the monument’s story throughout his-
tory. This app uses the latest technology on the iPad in order to take the user through a 
2500 year journey of the Parthenon. It allows the user to explore the controversial his-
tory of the Parthenon through an interactive timeline, augmented reality and 
[commentary] by the film's director Costa-Gavras and scientific advisor, Dr. Michael 
Cosmopoulos who is a National Geographic Explorer.

This app promises to deliver a world class, interactive learning experience for a rapidly 
growing tablet market. This type of technology, which focuses on the history and culture 
of Greece, can not only enhance the tourist experience, but create new avenues for the 
Greek tourism market.

THE PARTHENON APPLICATION



COSTA-GAVRAS

Costa-Gavras, who was born in 1933 in Loutra Iraias, Greece, is a Greek-French filmmaker best known for his overt 
political themes and his rare talent to merge controversial political issues with the entertainment value of com-
mercial cinema. In the five decades of his career as writer and director, Gavras has directed more than twenty-two 
feature films, many of which have explored similar themes, such as law and justice, oppression, legal and illegal 
violence, and torture. His most famous and widely renowned film is Z, which is about overthrowing the democratic 
government in his homeland, Greece. Gavras was nominated by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
for Best Director, and the film won an Oscar® for Best Foreign Language Film in 1969.

In 1982 Gavras won an Oscar® for Best Screenplay Adaption and the Palme d’Or at the Cannes Film Festival for 
Missing, starring Jack Lemmon and Sissy Spacek, a dramatic feature about an American journalist who disap-
peared in the bloody coup led by General Augusto Pinochet in Chile. Gavras has been nominated for and honored 
with several awards on the International Film Festival Circuit at Berlin, Cannes, Havana, Copenhagen, and Moscow.

Through popular media, Gavras has brought attention to international issues, some urgent and others merely 
problematic, and he has done this in the tradition of cinematic story-telling. His accounts of corruption in European 
and American powers that are often found in his films highlight problems buried deep in the structures of society. 



Dr. Michael B. Cosmopoulos is Professor of Archaeology and holder of the Hellenic Government-Karakas
Foundation Chair in Greek Studies with the Department of Anthropology at the University of Missouri-St.
Louis.  He has also been Professor of Classics and founding Director of the Centre for Hellenic
Civilization, the University of Manitoba, in Canada.  

He has excavated at numerous ancient Greek sites and is currently the director of the excavations of the Athens 
Archaeological Society at Iklaina.  He has published 15 books, including an influential volume on the Parthenon, 
and over 100 scholarly articles and papers.  

He has served or is serving as an Academic Trustee of the Archaeological Institute of America; Vice-President of 
the Archaeological Institute of Canada; member of the Managing Committee and former
Chair of the Gennadius Library of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens; Vice-Provost of University 
College, University of Manitoba; President of the Winnipeg Society of the Archaeological Institute of America; and 
honorary life member of the Archaeological Society of Athens.  He is a National Geographic Explorer and a Fellow 
of the Academy of Science - St. Louis.

DR. MICHAEL COSMOPOULOS, ARCHAEOLOGIST



AMAZING ATHENS PRESS CONFERENCE

On Wednesday, November 28 2012 at at the New Acropolis Museum, the Minister of Tourism, 
Olga Kefalogianni held a press conference to announce the Amazing Athens app.



THE SNF NEW MEDIA LAB
The SNF New Media Lab, part of the The Stavros Niarchos Foundation Centre for Hellenic Studies at Simon 
Fraser University seeks to assist Greece through innovative technologies that promote Greek Tourism to 
strategic markets. Revenue from sponsorship will be reinvested into developing further applications that 
can benefit tourism in Greece and the promotion of national cultural treasures.

SOCIAL MEDIA / WEB PARTNERSHIP 
This initiative is desgned to promote the city of Athens and its cultural heritage. This application is
under the auspices of the Greek Ministry of Tourism and in partnership with the Greek National Tour-
ism Organization (GNTO). Thanks to the strategic partnerships of both the Ministry and the Greek
National Tourism Organization, this application offers sponsors a unique opportunity to integrate their
brand in a cutting edge mobile initiative that promotes one of the planet’s most unique cities and its
most prized jewels. The GNTO’s social media partnership will ensure high exposure in an increasingly
crucial marketing arena - social media.
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