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Athens 2004: The day after, ‘Greece promised and delivered!’
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Cm Friday, Nov‘li the Greek
Chair of the University of Mis
sourt_St._Loyjs hosied a lecture by

Mrs. Demetra Egan, on the impact
of the Olympic Games on Greece
and the Olympic Movement

Egan is Athens 2004 Program
Manager for Greeks Abroad, Re
cruitment and Retention of Volun-
teers and Internatonal Torch Re
lay. ;

“Greeks pulled it off with style
—Shame on us,” said the New York
Times for having httle faith—to
Athens we owe an apology.” New
York Times Aug. 31),

The Athens Olympic Games
was a world wide cclebration
which revived the values of the
Olympic Movement. Despite the
many chalienges Greece faced il
managed 10 give a new spirit and
image to the unique Olymipic ira-
dition of Greece,

Undertaking the Olympic
Ganes was not only a huge chal-
lenge and nn investment for the
country. The Olympic Games were
for Greece a unigue opportunity to
project a new image’ inlerpation-
ally —an image of a modern coun-
try in the Evropean Union. Indo-
ing so, she created for herself o
better future, not just as a tosr-
ist attraction but also for its de-
velopment in other areas (con-
struction, technology, the services
industry, technology, people’s
skills).

One clement that prevailed
thronghout the Games- which was
also mentioned by all foreign cor-
respondents was that the Greek
Games, had soul. The spirit that
was cxpericnced in Athcas
through the Games, was born out
of the soul of Greece, out of
Greeee's history and was driven
by the passionate nature of the
Greck people. And this soul was
evident everywhere, in the way
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Demetra Egan, who is pictured above.

the programs were conceived
{c.g. the Global Torch Relny
idea, the ancient Olympiaiden, the
Olympic Truce revival, to the way
they were implemented —thie open-
ing-cercmony, and the volunteers,
and shown by the people/specia-
tors in he venues ~ and reverber
ated in the stadia |, yes, through the
Zorba singing.

Nationally, the benefits were
tangible and imangible  The
most obvious ones arc modern
infrastructure (national airport,
sporting  facilitics, ncw
parklands, a new coastal zonc),
a network of arterinl roads &
highways, a sophisticated metro-
politan/suburban transportation
system (metro, suburban rail,
tram), and enhanced tourist [a-

cilities & hotel accommodations
1

The Games became a source for
national pride [or all Greeks,
gave scelf-confidence for the
Greek people, provided in-

ccreased workforce skills and

knowledge und increased em-
ployment opportunitics. Interna-
tionally, a new perception of
Greece and the Greck people
in the world has been achieved,
as Athens became a reference
point for [ollowing hosts of
Olympic Games .

Of course the post-olympic
Grecks are not going to be dil-
ferent from the pre-olympic
Greeks. In some respects, how-
ever, they will be behaving dif-
ferently. Everybody realizes that
what is needed 13 1o build on all
the positives which have come
out of the Olympic Games , with
target the long term improve-
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meat of the country, and of our-
sclves, thus proving that indeed
the Qlympic Games are a mile-
stone in the Greek history.

After the success and the
Olympic Games { and Euro2004)
Greeks can be proud not ouly of
their past and history but as a
modern country, which can play
an hnportant role in Europe and
can offer visitors a lot. Greeks
all over the world can feel dou-
bly proud of their herilage and
their Greek identity.

For more information on this
and the other programs of the
chair contact: Professor Michacel
Cosmopoulos, Greek Studies chair,
University of Missouri-St. Louis,
(314) 5166241, orsend an E:mail
to-cosmopoulos@umsl.edu or visit
www greckstudies.org



